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By Journalist 2nd Class J. Anthony Reese, Naval
Postgraduate School Public Affairs
MONTEREY, Calif. (NNS) -- “The difference between NPS and
other universities is that the students get an invaluable
opportunity at an education dealing with the issues of the
Navy that cannot be achieved at any other institution,” Chief
of Naval Operations Adm. Vern Clark said May 14 at the
Naval Postgraduate School (NPS).
The Chief of Naval Operations received briefs on NPS
research in ship systems design and functionality. Also
addressed were autonomous unmanned vehicles using
undersea network nodes and autonomous behaviors and 3-D
visual simulations for fleet use in anti-terrorist/force
protection programs, according to Dean of Research
Professor Dave Netzer. 
Clark learned about an expeditionary warfare design and
development project involving 92 students and 18 faculty members from seven academic
programs, noted Professor Charles Calvano, Wayne E. Meyer Institute of Systems Engineering. 
“The Navy is firmly committed to the growth and development of its personnel,” Clark said.
“When I talk to audiences around the world, I say that our asymmetric advantage starts with the
education of our people. So when we’re talking about NPS as a corporate university we’re talking
about the centerpiece of developing that genius.”
During the brief on autonomous vehicles and a discussion about data transfer from unmanned
platforms to submarines, Clark queried Navy doctoral candidate Capt. John Nicholson about the
focus of his research and the needs of the Navy. “How do we come to grips with these technical
issues and push this back to the fleet quickly?”
“We must challenge the paradigms of current long-distance, underwater communication
methods,” said mechanical engineering Professor Tony Healey. “We can tackle this issue and be
credible and innovative because we have real experimental vehicles and understand the needs of
today’s Navy.”
Clark got a firsthand look at a simulation model created by NPS students to test anti-terrorism
decision-making skills. He then challenged the students to accelerate the transfer of knowledge
from student thesis research to fleet and military operations. 
“You’ll never get a closer linked education to our profession than you’ll get here at NPS,” he said.
For related news, visit the Naval Postgraduate School Navy NewsStand page at
www.news.navy.mil/local/nps.
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